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had no power to dissolve the Seym without the assent of three-
fifths of the total statutory number of senators in the presence
of at least one-half of the total statutory number of deputies (of
the Seym). He had no right to initiate legislation or of veto. He
nominated the Government—the President of the Council of
Ministers (Prime Minister) and the other Ministers; the Consti-
tution left the method to the discretion of the President; on the
other hand, it was expressly provided that the Government was
responsible to the Seym and had to resign if the Seym demanded
it to do so. When the Government had been nominated by the
President it had to appear before the Seym and submit its policy
for the Seym's approval or the reverse; the Seym could thereupon
dismiss the Government or demand the resignation of any of
the Ministers. It was an ultra-Parliamentary regime, but it gave
no heed to the fact that owing to the multiplicity of parties and
groups the Seym was not in a position to provide a strong Parlia-
mentary Government based on an adequate majority.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Respecting local government the Constitution in its Third Article
said: "The Polish Republic, having its foundation based on the
principle of wide local autonomy, transfers to the organs of the
said autonomy the power of legislation, particularly in administra-
tive, social and economic affairs." By a law passed on July 15,
1920, Upper Silesia was given autonomy and a local legislature;
this was, of course, a special case, but it afforded an example
of what the Constitution had in view. Article 68 provided for
the establishment of an economic autonomy of chambers of agri-
culture, commerce, industry, craftsmanship, salaried labour,
and others, forming jointly the Supreme Economic Chamber of
the Republic.
THE JUDICATURE
According to the Constitution the judiciary enjoyed an autonomous
and independent status, guarded by provisions prohibiting the
dismissal or transfer of judges, and making them responsible only

